AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 29, 2012

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2011—12 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1697

Introduced by Assembly Member Perea

February 15, 2012

An act to-ameng-Section—10856-4-6ofthe Welfare—anranstitutions
, i i add Section 16501.9 to the
Welfare and Institutions Code, relating to foster youth.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1697, as amended, Perea. Ehid-abuseand-negleet-Foster youth:

placement.

Existing law requires the-custedian-efrecords-within-a-county-child
” within5-busi I  loarnine hitdfataki

State Department of Social Services to implement a statewide Child
Welfare Services Case Management System to protect children and
effectively administer and evaluate the state’s child welfare services
and foster care programs. Existing law requires the department to
provide technical assistance to encourage and facilitate a county
placement agency’s evaluation of placement needs.

Existing law requires a county placement agency specifically to
examine placements that are out of county, determine the reason the
placement was necessary, and identify the additional placement
resources and programs that need to be developed and available to
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allow a child to remain within the county and as close as possible to
his or her home.

This bill would-make-a—technical,—nensubstantive-change—to-these
provisions require the State Department of Social Services to designate
a separate, consistent data entry field in the Child Welfare Services
Case Management System for a county welfare agency to record
information regarding the reasons for the placement of a child when
the child is placed with a foster family agency or group home. It would
also require a county welfare agency to file this information with the
system when this placement is made. By increasing the duties of local
officials, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates
determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state,
reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to these statutory
provisions.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: ne-yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 16501.9 is added to the Welfare and

2 Institutions Code, to read:

3 16501.9. (&) The State Department of Social Services shall

4 designate a separate, consistent data entry field in the Child

5 Welfare Services Case Management System for a county welfare

6 agency for recording information regarding the reasons for the

7 placement of a child when the child is placed with a foster family

8 agency or group home.

9 (b) A county welfare agency shall file information regarding

10 the reasons for placing a child with a foster family agency or group
11 home with the system when that placement is made.
12 SEC. 2. If the Commission on State Mandates determines that
13 this act contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to
14 local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made
15 pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division
16 4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.
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